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Dec 14 ~ 3rd Sunday of Advent 
Dec 21 ~ 4th Sunday of Advent 
Dec 24 ~ Christmas Eve 
Masses ~ 4PM St Maurice  ~  4PM IC Milhousen  ~  7PM St John 

Dec 25 ~ Christmas Day 
Masses ~  9AM St John     ~ 10AM St Maurice 

Dec 31 ~ Mass at IC Milhousen 6PM 
Jan  01 ~ 9AM St John, 10AM St Maurice 
 

Pope Leo XIV 

  
 

 
 

Knights of Columbus Meet in 

Batesville 4th Monday 7PM 
Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/StJohnOsgood 
Website:  
www.StJohnCatholicChurchOsgood
com 

 

http://www.stjohncatholicchurchosgoodcom/
http://www.stjohncatholicchurchosgoodcom/


                       

December 14, 2025 – Gaudete Sunday (Gaudete Sunday is the third Sunday of 

Advent in Western Christianity, when the liturgical color changes to rose  

and the readings focus on rejoicing in the Lord.) 

 

Joy: A Sign of God 

If we go looking for happiness, we never find it, but if we seek to bring 

joy into the lives of others, then happiness seems to find us.   
Fr. Joseph Juknialis  

     Once, as I was teaching a college theology course, I made an offhand comment that the purpose of life is not to be 

happy. The students were shocked. “What’s wrong with being happy?” they protested. “Nothing,” I said. “It’s simply not 

the purpose of life.”  “But God wants us to be happy,” they insisted.  Of course, God wants us to be happy, but that’s simply 

not what life is about. Happiness is something that comes in the back door while we wait at the front door. If we go looking 

for happiness, we never find it, but if we forget about ourselves and seek to bring joy into the lives of others, then happiness 

seems to find us. It comes in the back door of life. Curiously, that seems to be the dynamic of these Advent/Christmas 

days. We send cards, give gifts, think of making others happy, and overlook faults. In the process, there is a sense of joy 

that overtakes us without our realizing it.  

     The prophet Isaiah proclaimed that it is God who would crown them with everlasting joy; that they would meet with 

joy and gladness and sorrow, and mourning would flee away. (See Isaiah 35:10.) Joy is God’s doing, not ours.  Leon Bloy, 

a French novelist in the nineteenth century, observed, “Joy is the most infallible sign of the presence of God.” God is love, 

and God is also joy. Joy is so much more than happiness. Rather it is an inner quality— peaceful, serene, and nurturing—

even when life may be unsettled. ✟ 
Bringing Home the Word 

Christmas Reflections 
By Fr. Joseph Mary Wolfe, MFVA 

EWTN Chaplain 

 

“AND A LITTLE CHILD SHALL LEAD THEM.” 

   Children are dependent on the goodness of adults in so 

many things, from having food to sustain their growing 

bodies, to education for their thirsty minds, to being 

taught how to pray and how to come to know God. 

Spiritual childhood, taught so well by St. Thérèse, 

Doctor of the Church, is so needed today when so many 

are driven to seek security in information, technology, 

wealth, and other ultimately insecure things—to seek, so 

to speak, independence from God. 

     You see, you and I have the greatest possible security 

expressed so powerfully by St. Paul in his Letter to the 

Romans: “Who shall separate us from the love of 

Christ?” (Romans 8:35). If all of the many formidable 

things (including death) that Paul lists have no power to 

separate us from the love of Christ, then we have the 

greatest possible security! Spiritual childhood, 

dependence on God (who is supremely dependable), is 

the path on which the Child Jesus is leading us. 

     In this Sunday’s First Reading, Isaiah prophesied, 

“Strengthen the hands that are feeble, make firm the 

knees that are weak, say to those whose hearts are 

frightened: Be strong, fear not! Here is your God.” 

     Child Jesus, teach us the freedom of the children of 

God, the supreme security that comes with trust in the 

Father’s love, as His beloved children. 

 

Lead us, Child Jesus, to friendship with You 

 and with one another. 

God, giver of joy, help me hold both 

my struggles and my blessings in 

open hands, knowing that in this 

embrace of all life, I find authentic 

joy. 

A Word from Pope Leo XIV 
 There are many settings in which the 

Christian faith is considered absurd…. 

Yet, precisely for this reason, they are the 

places where our missionary outreach is 

desperately needed. A lack of faith is 

often tragically accompanied by the loss of meaning in 

life, the neglect of mercy, appalling violations of human 

dignity, the crisis of the family, and so many other wounds 

that afflict our society.  
Homily, Rome, May 9, 2025 

 

Wisdom from Catholic Update 

“Advent and Christmas Signs and Symbols” 
The giving tree unites us to the great message Jesus 

continues to give us at Christmas: “Whatever you did for 

one of these least brothers of mine, you did for me” 

(Matthew 25:40). Church communities sponsor a tree 

decorated with tags that indicate gifts for children in need 

at Christmas. Clothing sizes and ages are connected with 

the requests on the tree so that the parishioner taking the 

tag can easily get the needed item(s) and return the gift(s) 

to the parish church by a designated date. The gifts are then 

distributed to the children before Christmas. We practice 

this teaching by reaching out to the brothers and sisters of 

Jesus who are in need—during Advent, at Christmas, and 

all year long.  



 December 21, 2025 ~ Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Sometimes our inclinations may not seem practical, 

but they may very well be the voice of God. 
 

Holy Voices  
Fr. Joseph Juknialis  

     Instincts come in various shapes and sizes. They may simply be gut feelings, or dreams that seem to speak more than a 

nighttime fantasy trip. Sometimes, they appear in the form of daydreaming that takes us to another place, or they can be 

the silent voice of God. Whatever they may be, there are times when they demand our attention.  

     In Saint Joan, a play by George Bernard Shaw, Joan of Arc has a conversation with Robert about her conviction 

regarding what God is calling her to do. Joan says to him, “I hear voices. They come from God.”  

Robert disagrees. “They come from your imagination.”  “Of course,” says Joan. “That is how messages of God come to 

us.”  Saint Joseph, the husband of Mary, placed a heavy credence on his dream, believing that the dream to keep pregnant 

Mary as his wife was the voice of God, and so Joseph does just that. Much later, he again listens to a dream and takes his 

young family to the safety of Egypt and then back home to Nazareth. Those nighttime dreams could have easily become 

daytime nightmares. Yet, for Joseph, there was something that kept him from simply dismissing them.  

     Sometimes our inclinations and inner voices may not seem practical, and yet, even as we find ourselves second-guessing 

them, we think we need to listen to them. When the inclination is one toward goodness, that may very well be the voice of 

God. ✟  
“Behold, the virgin shall be with child and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,”  

which means “God is with us.” 
                                                                                                                                                           Bringing Home the Word          

Christmas Reflections 
By Fr. Joseph Mary Wolfe, MFVA 

EWTN Chaplain 

 

“AND A LITTLE CHILD SHALL LEAD THEM.” 

     Children, being so small and vulnerable, are very 

approachable, and we are drawn to love them and to delight 

in them. God could have come in another way, but He chose 

to enter human history as a child in a human family, so that 

we might not fear to come close to Him, to love Him, and to 

delight in Him. Three times in Sunday’s Mass we hear these 

words of the Prophet Isaiah: “The virgin shall conceive, and 

bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel.” 

     Pope Benedict XVI commented on the warmth of 

Christmas by referring to St. Francis and his crib, saying: 

Indeed, the night at Greccio restored to Christianity the 

intensity and beauty of the Feast of Christmas and taught the 

People of God to perceive its most authentic message, its 

special warmth, and to love and worship the humanity of 

Christ. 

     … Easter had focused attention on the power of God who 

triumphs over death, inaugurates new life, and teaches us to 

hope in the world to come. St. Francis with his crib 

highlighted the defenseless love of God, his humanity, and 

his kindness; God manifested himself to humanity in the 

Incarnation of the Word to teach people a new way of living 

and loving.  

 

Child Jesus, teach us this “new way of living and loving” 

as we delight in the “special warmth” of this time  

when we are drawn to your “defenseless love.” 

 

Sunday Readings  
Isaiah 7:10–14 ~ The Lord himself will give you a sign.  

Romans 1:1–7  ~ Through Jesus Christ we have received the 

grace of apostleship.  

Matthew 1:18–24  ~ “Behold, the virgin shall be with child 

and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,” which 

means “God is with us.”  

 

 

 

 

 “When Joseph awoke, he did as the angel of the Lord had 

commanded him and took his wife into his home.”  

MATTHEW 1:24 

     Putting our complete trust in the Lord without expecting 

anything in return.  Striving to put God first in all things and 

follow Him wherever He may lead us.  Joseph was a model 

of these pillars of our faith.  As we prepare for the birth of 

our Lord, pray for the strength and courage to be a model of 

discipleship, just as Joseph was. 

 

Bulletin Reflection: In today’s Gospel, Joseph hears the 

angel’s words, trusts in God and takes Mary and her Unborn 

Son, our Savior, into his home.  

Living Stewardship ~ Pillar of Prayer: Remember to keep 

Christ in Christmas. Be sure to go to Mass and take your 

family with you. May God bless you and yours this 

Christmas season!  

General Intercession: For all the children of our parish, 

that they may grow in faith and learn to trust completely in 

God. We pray to the Lord... 

 



  
PARISH SUPPORT 

November 27 74.00 

November 30 2,240.00 

December 7 2,557.00 

December 8 ~ Immaculate Conception 297.00 

Capital Campaign  31,121.00 

Christmas Flowers 140.00 

United Catholic Appeal 100.00 

 

Christmas Masses 
December 24 Christmas Eve 

4:00 PM St Maurice 

4:00 PM Immaculate Conception 

7:00 PM St John 

December 25 Christmas Day 

9:00 AM St John 

10:00 AM St Maurice 

 

 

 

 

 

Mass Intentions Available.  Please stop in the parish office, 

mail, call or drop in the collection basket to have a Mass 

said for your loved ones.  Mass stipends are $10 
 Sat Dec 13 8:00 AM ~Fr Binu & All Priests 

Sat  Dec 13 5:00 PM  Gene, Jeff & Jeremy Ogden 

Sun  Dec 14 7:30 AM  Arthur Simon 

Wed  Dec 17 8:00 AM  Debbie Howery 

Fri  Dec 19 8:00 AM  Michael Jackson 

Sat  Dec 20 8:00 AM ~Fr Binu & All Priests 

Sat  Dec 20 5:00 PM  Nic Meister 

Sun  Dec 21 7:30 AM  Berita Baurley 

Christmas Eve 

Wed  Dec 24 7:00 PM  Samantha Toops 

Christmas Day 

Thur  Dec 25 9:00 AM  Andres DeJesus, Jr 

Fri Dec 26 8:00 AM NO MASS 

Sat Dec 27 8:00 AM ~Fr Binu & All Priests 

Sat Dec 27 5:00 PM  Emily Mathes 

Sun Dec 28 7:30 AM  Ken Colyer 

2026 

Thurs Jan 01 9:00 AM  Jeremy Ogden 

Fri Jan 02 8:00 AM  Randy Simon 

Sat Jan 03 8:00 AM  Emily Mathes 

Sat Jan 03 5:00 PM  Debbie Howery 

Sun Jan 04 7:30 AM  Ken Colyer 

 

MINISTRY SCHEDULE 

    December 20 December 21 

Coordinator Sharon Voegeli Ron Miller 

Greeter  Bob Voegeli Rosie C/Felie C 

Lector   Gary Payne Melissa Grable 

Eucharist  Ron Ebinger Jill Jansing 

 Wine    Susan B/Krisd T Bob G/John H 

    December 24 December 25 

Coordinator Kris Taylor Mary Ann W 

Greeter  Stratton Family Jill Jansing 

Lector   John Holzer Jill Jansing 

Eucharist  John Holzer Ron Miller 

 Wine    Ron E/Kris T 

   December 27 December 28 

Coordinator Ted Wissel Ron Miller 

Greeter  Steve Mathes Joan Carter 

Lector   Sharon Voegeli Gary Payne 

Eucharist  Ron Ebinger Ron Miller 

 Wine    Doug W/Kris T Roger M/Bob G 

 

HOLY WITS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

QUOTABLE QUOTES 

“We elves try to stick to the four main food groups: candy, 

candy canes, candy corns, and syrup.” 

— Buddy, Elf 

“Three phrases that sum up Christmas are: Peace on Earth, 

Goodwill to Men, and Batteries not Included.” 

— Unknown 

“Laughter is the sound of the soul dancing.” 

— Jarod Kintz 

“Laughter is an instant vacation.” 

— Milton Berle 

“When praying, don’t give God instruction; just report for 

duty!” 

— Anonymous 

If you can’t sleep, don’t count sheep; talk to the shepherd.  

— Unidentified 

Please Remember in Prayer:              Stanley Green    Abby Dicken Melissa Chapman Robert Hillenburg 
Mary K Chambers Elliott Elkins      Paul Graf  Amy Graham Susie Huff  Diane Menchhofer    
Larry Kendall               Mark Meister      Teresita Noah        Tom Noah       Eileen Ogden         Pavi Pathak Family     
Dolores Simon     Peggy Wagner        Melanie Givan Keith Jarvis Candy Reidenbach Shirley Robbins 
      

Active Service Deployment -  Ben Zigan  ~  Michael Schmitt – Deployed to Washington DC    

  


