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Dec 28 ~ The Holy Family of  
                 Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother of God 
Dec 31 ~ Mass at IC Milhousen 6PM 
Jan  01 ~ 9AM St John, 10AM St Maurice 
Jan 04 ~ The Epiphany of the Lord 
 

Pope Leo XIV 

  
 

 
 

 

 

Knights of Columbus Meet in 

Batesville 4th Monday 7PM 
Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/StJohnOsgood 
Website:  
www.StJohnCatholicChurchOsgood
com 
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December 25, 2025 

The Nativity of the Lord 

Jennifer Hubbard 

 

     He told them, Go to the village in front of you, and at 

once you will find a donkey tied there with her colt by 

her. Untie them and bring them to me (Mt 21:2). This 

donkey was the chariot chosen to carry him as palms 

waved and shouts of “Hosanna” filled the air—not to a 

throne, but to a cross. As we bowed our heads in 

reverence to the Sacred Scripture, I closed my eyes and 

saw her, my little one, tucking the donkey ever so gently 

behind Mary into our nativity scene, placing it in the 

same spot she had year after year. I had watched the scene unfold countless times, yet I never truly noticed. And perhaps 

that’s the mystery of it: some truths wait for us until we are ready to receive them. 

 

     Well before Jerusalem’s clamor, another donkey had carried Christ, not toward fanfare but toward fulfillment. In quiet 

obedience, it pressed forward, each step folding eternity into time, bearing the humble Virgin and the blessed fruit of her 

womb along dusty, dark roads toward a town busy with counting. There would be no feast, no festival, and certainly no 

room at the inn. Her fiat led not to grandeur, but to a stable where, in hushed awe as animals breathed warmth into the 

cold and shepherds kept watch, the King arrived as a newborn, wrapped not in royal robes but in swaddling clothes. 

 

     The radiant stillness of that most unlikely place beckons me to linger, to behold, and to trust. I pause before the humility 

of it all and feel the ache of my own resistance: the times I’ve resented that my acceptance of God’s will did not lead to 

celebration but to a quiet stable of surrender. And in this knowing, as the world welcomes the arrival of our Lord with its 

fitting glitter and grandeur, I will stand in awe, just as Catherine did, her small hands gently adjusting the lambs, the ox, 

and the donkey. I will ponder the quiet scene and hear the invitation of both manger and colt with wonder, for this I am 

learning: It is to the humble that God draws near.  ✟ 
Bringing Home the Word 

The Three Feasts of the Nativity 

 
      When we celebrate Christmas, we are commemorating the three nativities of Our Lord Jesus Christ. This is the reason 

for the three Masses celebrated on this day. The first is the eternal begetting of God the Son from all eternity within the 

mystery of the Blessed Trinity by the Father, “You are My Son. Today I have begotten You.” This first nativity was before 

the seven days of Creation, when everything was darkness. This is why the first Mass is at midnight to recall the darkness 

that prevailed during that first eternal birth of the Second Person of the Blessed Trinity.  The first nativity reminds us of the 

Spirit of poverty, the Spirit that tells us that all the things God created is His, to be used for His glory and not for man’s 

enjoyment. Even man was to use himself for the glory of God. 

      

     The second nativity, or birth, of the Second Person of the Trinity is commemorated on Christmas 

day when He became man, born of the Virgin Mary, in Bethlehem. For the world, the darkness was 

beginning to be dispelled. This is why the second Mass is celebrated at dawn when the dawn is 

beginning to dispel the darkness.  It is a continuous reminder that true happiness can only be found 

in God and that we are on earth to seek God. 

 

     The third nativity of Christ is when He is born in our souls, through His in-dwelling, when man, 

through grace, becomes enlightened. Thus, the third Mass is celebrated during the day when the 

sun is bright. For man is truly enlightened when he has Christ in his soul.  Christmas reminds us of 

one lesson. Christ was born to die. For us the message is clear. We are born to die to oneself. And 

to die to oneself means reaching a point in our lives when we no longer do our own will but the 

will of the Father in heaven. 
—Excerpted from Fr. Odon de Castro, Bo. San Isidro, Magalang, Pampanga, Philippines 



December 28, 2025 ~ The Holy Family of 

Jesus, Mary and Joseph 

 

Practicing Family Values 
“Behold, the virgin shall be with child and bear a son, and they shall 

name him Emmanuel,” which means “God is with us.”  
Sr. Dianne Bergant, CSA  

     “Do we have to go to Grandma’s?” Children aren’t the only ones who 

sometimes dread the family Christmas gathering. Adults might, too. Why is 

that? Our family is the cradle that embraced us at birth, nourished us, and 

helped us grow. At least that’s what it was supposed to be. Perhaps we didn’t 

come from such a family. Still, when our time comes, it is within our power 

to form such a family. How are we to do it?  

     In today’s readings, we have two quite different descriptions of family 

dynamics. The first, from Sirach, focuses on children’s respect for and support of parents. Then, the gospel recounts 

parents’ protection of a vulnerable child. Together, these readings tell us that every family member, regardless of age or 

position within the family, owes all the other members concern and care. Paul provides a short list of what I like to think 

of as genuine family values: “heartfelt compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience, bearing with one another 

and forgiving one another” (Colossians 3:12–13). Are such values asking too much of us?  ✟  
                                                                                                                                                           Bringing Home the Word          

 

January 01, 2026 

Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God 
     On the first day of each New Year, the Church turns in trust to Mary, Mother of 

God. It is a good way to begin the year. As we look towards her, we can each make 

our own a prayer offered by Saint John Paul II at the beginning of this millennium: 

“O Mother…today we wish to entrust to you the future that awaits us, and we ask 

you to be with us on our way. We are the men and women of an extraordinary time, 

exhilarating yet full of contradictions…. Here we stand before you to entrust to your maternal care ourselves, the Church, 

the entire world.” 

     The Blessed Virgin Mary is born to be the Mother of God, and her maternity extends to every Christian. We “receive 

adoption” and enjoy the new life of grace because of her fruitful virginity, for she gave birth to the Savior. The Lord wills 

to “let his face shine upon” us through his Mother. On the cross the Lord says, “Behold, your mother” (Jn 19:27), as “proof 

that we are sons.” Beginning the year with this solemnity reveals that “devotion to this sweet Mother is not something 

superficial or intermittent, consisting of isolated practices with a special place and hour in our day, but constant and essential, 

reaching to the very depths of our hearts and filling our whole beings and our lives like a heavenly perfume” (Abp. Luis 

Martínez). 
The Magnificat 

 

January 04, 2026   ~   The Epiphany of the Lord 

Come, let us bow down in worship! 
     The Magi reveal that our search for truth leads to worship. Our response to the 

Father’s offer of salvation must be that of the Magi: “To offer gold is to proclaim 

Christ’s Kingship, to offer incense is to adore his Godhead, and to offer myrrh is to 

acknowledge his mortality” (Saint Odilo of Cluny). Creation responds as well: 

“When the king of heaven was born, the heavens knew that he was God because they 

immediately sent forth a star; the sea knew him because it allowed him to walk upon 

it; the earth knew him because it trembled when he died; the sun knew him because it hid the rays of its light” (Saint Gregory 

the Great). Coming to know the Son of God changes our lives: “Copartners in the promise in Christ Jesus through the 

Gospel,” we are led home by another way. 

Heavenly Father, who brings salvation to the nations and desire that no one should perish, hear the prayers of your 

faithful people and grant that we may never be separated from you. Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
The Magnificat 

 



PARISH SUPPORT 

December 14 2,462.00 

December 21 4,153.00 

Christmas 40.00 

Immaculate Conception  40.00 

Retirement Fund  1,075.00 

Capital Campaign  2,882.00 

Christmas Flowers 45.00 

Votive Candles  189.00 

New Year Masses 
Dec 31 ~ Mass at Immaculate Conception 6PM 

Jan 01 ~ St John 9AM, St Maurice 10AM 

 

 

 

 

Mass Intentions Available.  Please stop in the parish office, 

mail, call or drop in the collection basket to have a Mass 

said for your loved ones.  Mass stipends are $10 
 

Wed  Dec 24 8:00 AM ~ Rose N & Family 

Christmas Eve 

Wed  Dec 24 7:00 PM  Samantha Toops 

Christmas Day 

Thur  Dec 25 9:00 AM  Andres DeJesus, Jr 

Fri Dec 26 8:00 AM NO MASS 

Sat Dec 27 8:00 AM ~Fr Binu & All Priests 

Sat Dec 27 5:00 PM  Emily Mathes 

Sun Dec 28 7:30 AM  Ken Colyer 

Wed Dec 31 8:00 AM ~ For the Parish 

2026 

Thurs Jan 01 9:00 AM  Jeremy Ogden 

Fri Jan 02 8:00 AM  Randy Simon 

Sat Jan 03 8:00 AM  Emily Mathes 

Sat Jan 03 5:00 PM  Debbie Howery 

Sun Jan 04 7:30 AM  Ken Colyer 

Sat Jan 10 5:00 PM  Bernie Wuestefeld 

Sun  Jan 11 7:30 AM  Jeremy Ogden 

 

Father Binu will be on Vacation January 5, 2026 

through January 22. 

 

MINISTRY SCHEDULE 

    December 27 December 28 

Coordinator Ted Wissel Ron Miller 

Greeter  Steve Mathes Joan Carter 

Lector   Sharon Voegeli Gary Payne 

Eucharist  Ron Ebinger Ron Miller 

 Wine    Doug W/Kris T Roger M/Bob G 

   January 1 

Coordinator Sharon Voegeli 

Greeter  Bob Voegeli 

Lector   Gary Payne 

Eucharist  Jill Jansing 

 Wine    Ron E/Susan B 

   January 3 January 4 

Coordinator Kris T Mary Ann W 

Greeter  Zane Grable Joan Carter 

Lector   Melissa Grable Sharon Voegeli 

Eucharist  John Holzer Ron Miller 

 Wine    Doug W/Kris T Roger M/Bob G 

 

Wreaths Across America ~ A big thank you to Steve 

Mathes, Bob and Zane Grable and Jeff Meinders for placing 

wreaths at the graves of veterans in our church cemetery last 

weekend for the Wreaths Across America project! 

 

Attention all church envelope users … your 2026 

envelopes are available for pick up from the register in the 

rear of the church by the confessional.  Thank you!! 

 

Renovation Update: Merry Christmas from all of us who 

have been working on the renovation. We are thankful for 

our parish's generosity and patience as we continue our path 

down this challenging project. May God bless us all in the 

New Year! 

 

Giving Tree 

The Sisters of Oldenburg were very excited over all the gifts 

we delivered this week.  They asked me to be sure to thank 

everyone for being so generous! 

 

BLESSING BEFORE YOUR CHRISTMAS STABLE 

“O Child, who willed to have for your crib a manger; 

O Creator of the universe, who stripped yourself of divine 

glory; O Redeemer, who offered your vulnerable body in 

sacrifice for the salvation of humanity! May the radiance 

of your birth light up the night of the world…. You, Mary, 

who keep watch over your all-powerful Son, grant us your 

eyes to contemplate him with faith; grant us your heart to 

worship him with love…. O Holy Night, so long awaited, 

which has united God and man forever! You rekindle our 

hope. You fill us with ecstatic wonder. You assure us of the 

triumph of love over hatred, of life over death. For this 

reason we remain absorbed in prayer. In the luminous 

silence of your Nativity, you, Emmanuel, continue to 

speak to us. And we are ready to listen to you” (Saint John 

Paul II). 

Please Remember in Prayer:              Stanley Green    Abby Dicken Melissa Chapman Robert Hillenburg 
Mary K Chambers Elliott Elkins      Paul Graf  Amy Graham Susie Huff  Diane Menchhofer    
Larry Kendall               Mark Meister      Teresita Noah        Tom Noah       Eileen Ogden         Pavi Pathak Family     
Dolores Simon     Peggy Wagner        Melanie Givan Keith Jarvis Candy Reidenbach Shirley Robbins 
      

Active Service Deployment -  Ben Zigan  ~  Michael Schmitt – Deployed to Washington DC    

  


